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È òJUDGING CRITERIA
The goal here is to show the best qualities of the 
rose(s), spray, or collection, e.g. brilliant stamens, 
great form, and so forth. Some photographers will 
have bloom(s) and leaves in focus, while others 
will deliberately have foliage out of focus. As long 
as the rose can be identified, it is not necessary to 
see the entirety of the bloom/petals. Cropping that 
enhances the rose(s), while still permitting 
identification, is allowed and is not to be penalized 
in any way. Good composition shows the rose(s) to 
best advantage.ó



È Focus is worth only 5 points out of 100 possible 
points on the Score Card.  That is not really 
very much, when the rose itself is worth a 
possible 40 points. Or, so you might think.

È Distinction, however, is worth a possible 20 
points, and what a photographer does with the 
background, and how well he or she does it, 
will come into play here.



È The Schedule defines òDistinctionó thus:

È 5. Distinction 20 points
Distinction is something that sets a photograph 
apart from others in its class. Everything about 
the photograph is well done, but in addition, 
its visual impression evokes a visceral feeling 
that may be intangibleñthe òwowó factor.

È How the background appears will be very 
important here.


